Letter, Martinez to Austin, Aug 14, 1821

Inasmuch as the Supreme Government of this Kingdom granted to your deceased father
Mr Moses Austin permission to introduce three hundred Louisianan families who
through him petitioned to establish a new settlement in this province under my com-
mand, and as you have in consequence of the death of your father come to this Capital
charged by him with that trust for the benefit of said families, I have therefore to say to
you, that you can proceed to the river Colorado and examine the land on its banks,
which may be most suitable for the location of the beforementioned families, advising
me of the place which you may select, in order that upon the arrival of the New Settlers,
a competent Commissioner may be sent to apportion and distribute the lands; and as
regards the transportation of their property, they have permission to effect it by sea or by
land, as may suit their convenience, with the understanding that if it is done by sea, it
must be landed in the Bay of San Bernard, where a new port of entry has been estab-
lished by the Supreme Government, for which purpose and in consequence of the
favourable information which this Government has received of you, and in order to
facilitate the transportation of property, I grant you to sound the River Colo-

rado, from the point where the new Town may be established to its mouth, without
extending the sounding any further, and of which you will form as correct a map as cir-
cumstances may permit, which you will transmit to me. I have also to apprise you for the
information of the said new settlers, that all provisions for their use, as well as farm-
ing utensils and tools, can be introduced free of duty and charge, but all Merchandise for
Commerce or trade must pay the established duties. As the tranquility of this province
under my command and even the individual interest of the said families require that the
immigrants for who permission has been granted should be honest, virtuous, peaceable
and industrious, as your deceased father offered to this Government, | expect you will
devote the greatest care and attention to this important object, and reject all those who
do not possess the qualifications above indicated, or who appear to be idle, unsteady, or
turbulent, for you as their head will be responsible to the Government for the con-

duct of all of them, as you will be required to present certificates of recommendation
for each of them, all of which I communicate to you for your information. God preserve
you for many years. Bexar, August 14, 1821---Antonio Martinez, Governor of Texas---
--- To mr Stephen F. Austin
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